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Guideline for Conducting Drug Screening Tests
Sample Storage and Transport
Storage:
o [f the specimen needed to store for a short time, it should be appropriately safeguarded
during temporary storage in a refrigerator at a temperatute of about 4° C.
e The specimen should normally be transported within 48 hours and storage should not

be no longer than one week after it has been placed in storage. If stored longer, the

temperature should be minus twenty degree Celsius (-20° C).

Transport:

e 'The sample shall be labeled with the details of the driver and samples require to send for
confirmatory analysis as soon as possible. |
e The samples shall be placed in containers designed to minimize the possibility of damage
during transportation for example, specimen boxes or padded mailers.
e Those containers shall be securely sealed preferably in the presence of a Witness to
eliminate the possibility of undetected tampering. On the tape sealing the container, shall
sign and enter the date specimens were sealed in the containers for shipment.
o The approptiate documentation for each transport bag/container should complete to
ensure that the laboratory can verify the contents, and follows the Sample Collection
Authority’s system to ensure that analysis instructions (e.g. type of analysis to be done)

are provided.
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